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SUBJECT: BULGARIANS REPORTED INTERESTED IN ROMANIAN GAS 
RATIONING 

1. ROMANIAN DIPLOMAT HAS REPORTED THAT ' HIGH LEVEL 
REPRESENT ATIVE" OF BULGARIAN MINISTRY OF ENERGY HAS 
REQUESTED COPIES OF ROMANIAN DECREES RATIONING PETRO- 
LEUM AND OTHER ENERGY CONSERVING MEASURES PROMULGATED 
OVER WEEKEND. BULGARIANS REPORTED TO HAVE REQUESTED 
DETAILED EXPLANATION OF HOW MEASURES ARE TO BE AD- 
MINISTERED. ROMANIAN HAZARDS GUESS THAT BULGARS 

MAY SHORTLY FIND IT NECESSARY TO TAKE SIMILAR, IF 
LESS DRASTIC, STEPS. 

2. COMMENT: REPORTEDLY BULGARIA PLANNED TO REFINE 
9 MILLION TONS OF PETROL THIS YEAR, 2 MILLION TONS 

OF WHICH IMPORTED FROM MIDDLE EAST. ALTHOUGH THESE 
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IMPORTS WILL NOT BE REDUCED, INCREASING COSTS PLACE 
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HEAVY BURDEN ON BULGARIAN HARD CURRENCY RESERVES. 

DIFFICULTIES CONTINUE IN BULGARIAN RELATIONS WITH 
IRAQ, MAKING IT UNLIKELY THAT THEY CAN RECEIVE IRAQI 
IMPORTS ON BARTER BASIS. GASOLINE PRICES LAST IN 
CREASED IN JUNE 1973 AND FURTHER HIKE AT THIS POINT 
WOULD BE MOST UNPOPULAR MOVE. ON BALANCE, HOWEVER, IT 
WOULD PROBABLY BE EASIER METHOD TO REDUCE CONSUMPTION 
THAN INTRODUCTION OF RATIONING. 

BATJER 
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